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this wasn't the first time it appeared in the Boys' Friend Lib. I 
don't have 6 c omplete l ist of the latter , but when I check papers out 
of the Hamil tonia or Nelson Lee Librari es, I always go thro\l8h and 
write down in my list if the BFL is advertised . So that I have dis 
covered that "Cloyne of Claverhouse" by Wally Hammond (no le ss) 
appears in No. 242 of the BFL dated June 1930 (it ran as a serial tt. e 
previou s June- August in 1929, so this was a pretty quick reprin t ing,) 
and in this edition , Wally Hammond was given as the author. A year 
later in July 1931, appeared, "Captain of Claverhouse,• also by Wally 
Hammond (which sounds as thouet, it too mlght have been re pr inted from a 
"Modern Boy" seria l ) . According to my incomple t e list , the latter was 
reprinted as No. 600 of th e BFL in July 1939, one month after the 
appearance of the s econd reprinting of "Cloyne11 which appeared as No. 
676 . Both 1939 reprint s were authorles s . Rather odd that they didn ' t 
use one of those editorial names th e AP was so fond of using . 

BILL LOFTS (London): RALPH ROLLINGTON of ol d boys books fame in the 
Vict orian era was without doubt the great Uncle of Marjo rie Allingham. 
His real name was John ll. Allingham , and Miss All ingham in her life
t ime wrote in great detail, sending his famous book aa well to Derek 
Adley. Herbert J . Allingham was the father of Marjorie, who wrote all 
those serials in the comics . Herbert J . and Herbert I fee l sure are 
the same person. A myth has grown on Ill8king them two persoll8. Althougl 
Ri chard Starr wrote as "Richard Essex ,. he waa not Lewis Essex the Blake 
writer . Th.e l at t er is the writ er 's real name, and who wrot e as "Louis e 
Essex" in girl s ' papers. 

I was rat her surprised that Mr. Sterr did not mention his sis ter 
Mrs. N. lihlrch, who as "Vera Lovel " wrote many boys stor i es in YOUNG 
BRITAIN. ~i te often the brothe r and siste r wrote the whole paper 
between them. A really wonderf ul old gentleman is Mr. Sterr , and I 
fe el sure every one will wish to still hear from him for many more yea.rs 

RAYMOND TAYWR (Wolverhampton ) : You have done it once again! A perfec · 
Annual! The article "The Comic Papers of Yesteryear 11 is worth the whol1 
coa t of the Annual . I t is a wonderful job . I re member the old "Sc raps 
quite well. I al ways think that Henderson' s gave great value fo r money 
especia l ly with Nuggets, Comic Life, and Lot-0-Fun. 
------------------- - ---- -- -------- -
FOR SALE: Severa l dozen excellent copies of FUN /I; FI CTION 3/f each. 
Several dozen excellent copies of THE DREADIIOUGHI' (not including Grey 
friars ) 3/- each . Pos t ~ extra. S.A.E., first, please. WRITE: 

ERIC FAYNE, EXCELSIOR HOUSE, GROVE RD., SORBITON, SURREY. 
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not s u re which produc t it was used to a dvertise , though I have a sneak 
ing feeling it may have been Nestle 1 s Milk . There must be a moral in 
t hat , somewhere . 

Another transparency told of "a bright young thing " and "a 
Bravington rin g . 11 Final ly, the t r amway company popped in a plug of 
its own: 

" If you walk in the winter you may catch a chill ; 
Then you'll go to the doc t or and ask fo r a pill . 
At the end of the quarter . he ' ll charge you - HE WILL! 
Why not trave l by tr am - and save pill and bill?" 

Then. of course, there was Mr. Drage , whose gimmick was th.a t he 
l a id your lino withou t charge . A musi c hall artist - I forge t his 
name - had in his reperto i re a song en t i t led "Br eakfast in Bed. 11 One 
of the jingles was: 

"Mr. Drage lays your l ino quite free so 'tis said -
And then lay s an egg for your breakfast in bed . " 

of t en wonder what became of Mr. Drage"' 
Maybe the adve rtising of yes terday was no more effective t han 

t hat of the Wailing Sixties. I t was far less wastefu l . Does any 
housewife in the COW'l try buy a single extra egg because she is advised 
to " go to work on an egg? " Is any addition al milk sold beca u se thous
ands of pounds are spen t on a "pinta " scheme? The way to sell more 
milk and eggs would be to reduce the cost, and one way to reduce the 
cos t would be by cu ttin g out the advertising . 
THE BEST DAY OF THE WEEK: 
--- s-~day sh ~ld be. But , of course, i t wasn ' t when we were kids . 
Pr obably our favou ri te day was Saturday , because i t was market day and 
we co uld buy second - han d copies o f our favourite papers cheaply . And 
t he re was no schoo l . And t he r e was no homework , for we had done our 
homework the nigh t before , if we were good boys like you, or lef t it 
till Sunday ~ i f we were l azy boys like me. And, perhaps , we went to 
t he pi ctures in t he evening, and then went home t o make t oasted cheese 
in front of the fire . 

When I was a boy , I think that none of my favo u rite papers came 
out on Saturday. Goodness knows why , fo r Saturd ay was pocket - money 
day , Later on, th e Magnet was issued on Saturday , but by that t ime my 
sc hooldays were ove r ~ I fancy . 

When I was small. Monday was a bitter - sweet day . It was back to 
school after the week - end - but it was also .Magnet an d Boys ' Friend 
day. Tuesday brought the Popul ar and the Butterfly and the School 
girls ' Own, according to taste. Earlier on, the Penny Popular had 

( con t 1d on page 6) . .. 
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pro:nsed a prize , and Gerry Allison was to let him know who bad won his 

Quiz. 
Supper now followed , and then the party .,..as over , and with good 

wishes exc hanged, members and friends depart ed homewards. 
Next meeting, Saturday , the 13th January, 1968 . 

M. L. ALLISON 
Hon. Sec . 

Ml.!!!1Ql! 

There was a festive atmosphere at Hume House on the third Sunday 

of December. Len Packman and helpmate Josi e had edorned the walls with 

photos and other interesting items of the collecting hobby. Pre sident 

John Wernham had brought al ong ample supplies of "Billy Bunter ' s Picture 

Book, " 11A Str8J18e Secret , 11 Hamilto nian Museum Booklet and The Surbiton 

1966 Souvenir book of ;i>otographs. 
Frank Vernon-Lay brouet,t along supplies of th e six Merlin books, copies 

of "The Best of Magnet and Gem" and the new Penguin book of Callies . 
These were all displayed on the table near where chairman Don Webster 

conducted the proc~edings . A facsi mile copy of Magnet number one was 

also on display , all books on sale, a sight to gladden th e hearts of all 

hobbyists. 
At the other end of the room, Roger Jenkins and Bob Blythe were 

doing excellent business in their two sections of t he library . After 

th e pres ide nt of the club had addressed th e meeting , Brian Doyle propose 

a hearty vote of thank s to him for his latest opus and this was secondec 

by Bob Acraman. The 1968 public a t ion is now under cons i deration but no 

particulars as to what it will be were given. 
Brian Doyle gave particulars of happenings i n the realcs of Sexto1 

Blake. A picture strip in the "Val iant , " and severa l other items in 

the world of commerce, this after a visit to Fleetwey House . Roger 
Jenkins told of a Magnet that the club library needed being given by 

P. C. Herne , whilst an anonymous donor had given .C5 to the funds of the 

librarY, 
A London Underground Rsilvey quiz was condusted by Bob \lhi ter ; 

maps were supplied and twelve questions asked . Roger Jenki ns was the 

W1..nner vi th ten corre ct answers and three with eight were seconds , thes, 

being Bert Staples , Reuben Godsave and Len Packman. Len Packman gave 

a good review of the six Merlin books and the Penguin Book of Comics. 
Roger Jenkins read a couple of chapters from Magnet llUlllber 1244 , 

"The Ghost of Mauleverer Towers . " Len Fackman read ex trac t s from club 
newsletter No. 4 and Tom Wright obliged with a St. Sam' s story entitled 

(con t d on page 32) 
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title was changed to The Dreadnought and Boys ' War Weekly ~ 
Earl y in 1915, Hinton found himsel f at th e helm, and yet an o the r 

even t occurre d in t he paper ' s strange history. It became just "Th e 
Dreadnought" again, t hough readers were informed that the sh ort-lived 
"Boys' Journal '1 was now amalgama t ed with i t . Oddes t f ar.to r of all , 
th e origi.na.1 nwnbering was now resumed , and my issues of February on
wards ar e numbered from 140 . The gr een cove r gave way to a white one , 
and this change may have been due to a dye sho rt age. Hinton in tro
duced reprin t s of t he o1d Magnet stories ; toge t he r with i ll us tr a t ions 
by Chapman on the cover, and by now The Dreadnought was very much a 
Companion Paper. Hinton, perhaps ? banked on the popula r i ty of Grey 
friars to save The Dreadnought, but in June 1915, after 159 issues, i t 
was amalgamated with the Boys' Fr ie nd . whi ch was a euphemistic way of 
of saying that it died a nat ur a l death. 

Readers wi t h a la rger co llection t han my own can possib l y fi ll i n 
th e de t ai l s of th i s " s t range eventful his t ory ." 

My bro wse ove r the Dread.nought has, however , solved one problem . 
In this year ' s Annual T ref er to two stories which appeared at the end 
of 1917 in the Boys• Frien d 3d Lib rary . These were entitled "Scorned 
by the School " and "The Cad of the Sch ool" in whi ch t wins - one a bad 
boy 1 one a gOOd boy - changed schools and 1.dent i ties . I menti oned 
that I al ways had th e impression that th ese ta les wer e wri tt e n by 
Henry St . John . and I fancied t hat one t win went t o St. Basi l' s. I 
added that th e theme was very much like t hat of E .. S. Broo ks st or ies 
of the Cas t leton t winsj one of whom went to St . Frank: 1 s , the other to 
St . Jim 's, and this latter plot was so similar to that of the two 
s tories in the B.F .L. that I wondered whether Brooks could have been 
responsible for all the lot . 

Tha t problem i s solved. I n a Dreadnought f or 1913, I find t he 
las t i nst alment of a se ri al 11The Cad of the School," and t he write r i s 
Robert Comrade, who was 9 of co urse, Brooks . The t wi ns were Len and 
Dave ( their surnames do not appear in the instalment) 1 and their 
sc hools were St. Ot we 1.1 's and Sande liffe. 

Actually, a further que stion is left . There were two s tories -
one devo t ed to e ach twin . 11Cad of the School " was in The Dreadnough t . 
It seems ce rtain th at the sister story "Scorne d by the Schooln must 
have been appe aring in some ot her paper at the same t i.me. 

I n C.D. Christmas Number~ Danny referred to a reprint of a 
Cliveden t al e by Charles Hamil t on in t he Christmas 1917 Number of The 
Penny Popul ar. Danny observed that his brother Doug be lieved th a t a 
Cli veden series had appeared i n The Boys ' Realm or The Boys ' Herald . 
Well , I find t hat th e Cliveden se ri es by Char le s Hamil ton r a n in t he 
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NEWS OF THE CLUBS 

Meetiruz held November 28th , 1967 
There was another good meeting wi th ten members attending. 
An in t eres ti ng and lively talk by Ray Bennett was featured, revi ew 

of Boys ' Papers cons i dere d from an adult poin t of view , Ray disp l ayed 
specimens of all the papers he discussed fo r inspe c tion by members 
present . 

The Anniversary Number brought by Tom Porter th i s month was Nelson 
Lee Library (Old Series) No. 547 "The Cell ar of Secrets , " one of the 
very f amous series featuring Edwy Searles Brooks strange charac t er ~ 
Ezra Qui rke, The date was 28th November, 1925 and the book was 42 
years old t o the day , 

The Collector ' s Item was also of great interest being No. 17 of 
The Monster Library, "Prisoners of the Mountains , " a reprint f r om 
Nelson Lee Libra ry (Old Series) Nos. 304 to 311 . This s t ory was also 
adapted for re pri nting in The Schoolboys' Own Library in Nos, 336 and 
339 in 1938, 

Afte r the coffee break Ted Davey gave a grand talk on his fav ow
i te Greyfriars' charac t er , Horace Coker . Ted affirmed that Horace 
Coker was a much funnier charac t er than Bunte r whom he conside re d over
drawn . Ted said that he consider ed Charles Hamil ton had created a 
masterpiece of charac terisat io n in Coker. This talk finished with a 
r eadil'l8 in which Coker featured. 

The usual arrangements were made for the Christmas Party and the 
chairman ' s advice was that members refrain from eat il18 for a few hours 
prior to attending . La.st year a great deal of food was left over. 

The meeting will be held on December 19t h, almost a week be for e 
Christmas, at the Birmingham Theatre Centre . JACK BELIFIELD 

Correspondent . 

~ 
Christmas Party held Saturd ay, 9th December, 1967 

As the l ocal members arrive d early through stree t s crisp with 
snow to prepare the tea for our 18th Annual Christmas Party their 
t houghts were on our more distant f ri ends and wondering how they wer e 
managing t he journey to Leeds . However , fi ve o ' clock saw 27 si tt il18 
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DANNY'S DIARY 
January 1918 

There is a simply marvellous new series i n the Magnet . The first 
story was called "In Another ' s Pl ace . 11 Vernon- Smith ~ fol lowing a row 
with Mr, Quelch, puts out in a boa t in bad weather. He is rescued 
near the Hawk's Cliff by a boy named Tom Redwing, The Bounder wants 
his father to help . Redwing in some way 1 f or Redwing i s f at her has been 
lost in a t orpedoed ship. However , Redwi.ng has met Leonard Clavering . 
Claver ing 1.s a ward of Sir Hilton Popper 1 and there is a dream of a 
chap te r about a conversation be tween Sir Hilton and the Head. Sir 
Hilton i s sending Clavering to Greyfriar s, and Si r Hi lto n arxi the 
or phan have never met . Clavering wants to go in the army ; Redwing 
would lo ve to go to Greyfriars . The two exchange identities . 

Next week, in "Clavering of the Remove, " Sm.i thy, when he leS.ves 
th e Sanatorium, is astonished to find that the new boy Clavering is 
really Tom Redwing who saved him from the sea , But Smithy keeps the 
secret. 

Then , i n 11The Whip Hand," Ponson by and Co are r agging Bunter, and 
Clavering comes to BW'lter•s aid . But Ponsonby feels sure tha t he had 
met Cla vering before when his name wasn't Clavering. But the Bounde r 
bribes Jerry Hawke to part with a paper which Ponsonby had signed over 
a gambh .ng debt , and so the Bounder holds a trump card an d Clavering' s 
secret is safe for the present. 

Then 1 most astonishingly , ca.me a story which was nothing to do 
wi t h the Clavering series , thou gh Clavering came into i t quite a lot. 
I foun d it a dry tale, even though it was a bit s tart ling . The senior , 
Courtney, rescued Valence from the Cross Keys which had been hit by an 
incendiary bomb from a German plane - and Cour tney dies. It was 
called "A Very Gall an t Gent leman." 

Yarmouth has been bombarded by German destroyers, and six peop l e 
were ki ll ed. There was an air r aid on London by 15 planes . 58 peop l e 
were killed , most of them being in one build i ng at the time . 

In the night of the .17t h Janu ary there was ano ther grea t blaze in 
the sky , and it reminde d me of last August Bank Hol iday when the 
Dartford tram depot burned down. This time it was the Training Ship 
"Warspite ," moored off Greenhithe, on fire , but all the boys were saved. 

The Gem has been really poor this month . I sigh when I think of 
what i t used to be . The only thing whi ch saved it from being a wash
out was the start of 11The St. Jim ' s Gallery." 

The first story of the year was a l ong one 11The St. Jim' s Cadet s ." 
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So Redvt'1ng never sur rer~ at the t'la.nd.S o r the sibstl tute wrt ters In th e way that 
Ta lbot or St. J !m' s did . Talbo t had great potent t allt.tes 'l'ftllch 'llere never tull.y 
expl o l ted by Charles Hamilton. Othe r 1'?'1ters took over Talbot aoo Marte Rivers and 
ove n. helmed th em w1 th sentiment . But nel ther they nor even Charle3- Haml lton him.selr 
could 1:ver .;c:ncet ve Tal bOt other than Involv ed with some tedi ous, repetl tlve ed'lo rrom 
hls peat . 

The sailo,,t ~ son was on an even ked right from the start. and t.hroughour. hi s long 
hist ory . I t 1~, perhaps , unc erta i n Whether Hactlton rcc ognlzOO the pot entialities or 
Rcdw1ng at th e ti me !:IC i;f'<!at1ng hie . If he did , then th e Claverl~ ser ie s 'l'faS thP. 
result or an ext-!'emelY cl ever piece or thtnltlng . Berore t.he Bounder or Creyrt'tars C()Uld 
beeoz:ie the close dnn. of a poor sail or boy, that same poor sail or boy had , tn so11e 
cNd.1bh1 ,ey , t o become a Creyt rlars rian . s .~ the Claver 1ng series pr ovi ded the means or 
br 1ng1ng the young sailo r i nto the Remove at Greyt r t ars . 

Cl a.e r t ng, who look"'d IWCh olde r than h ls years, wm ted to j o in th e army, but h is 
guard ian had des t i ned him ror G~tr1ars. He happened to rreet Redwlng , who was an:11ous 
to have t.he bene rlt tJf a good l;l(lucation. The two boys ,:hanged places. Claverln& went 
ln l.O the army a~ Pr i va t e Redwlng, and Reawlng went to Gr eyr rJ ars and became Claverlng or 
the Remove. Tht s "'as a de11ghtrul , well-b alanced s er ie s "Ith noth ing t o etra t n th e 
credu11ty . By 1918, t he anD)' was Mt part1 ~ular as t o th e mer".I f t re ef!lv ed; ther ~ was 
no bot.her l n& about. c reden tials. Arrl Redwl ng •s ra tJ'ler was away, pro bat>l.)' lo st at sea 10 
a torp edoed vessel. t here "as nothing rar-f etc hed in th P. exchange or Identi t i es . By 
th~ t ime that the ser les had ru n it s courst, the B,:,und" !' "as devoted to Redwing tn his 
own rather · tor tu ous way, and the mlll1ona1r e1s son was ab l it , by mt)thods cleverly thoU&ht 
out. by t he auth01·, t.o enSU!'e that thi> sail or • s srin !'fas a nxt.w:e at Cireyt r lars . 

The se ries , B3 ti me passe<l, aboul.. the .sctvilarsh 1p whl ch, anonytir,usly , Mr·. Sallllel 
Ver non-6m1th rounded , "'It h C".lnd1t 1ons favow-abl ~ to Red"'i".g' .s ¥'Jnnt ng tr, , made fas~lnat 
lng readin g. And, tn e•l tably , the t i llr! came "hen the vC1latll e Bounds!' rlung the ta cts 
i nto Ole ra ...:e or his sens t t1~e sailor rrtena . The Bounder redeerMd. hi 1115elt , .-14 saved 
the rr1e nc1shl p, In a splen d id tale , llttl~quoted to~ay, en t lt le<I •rall en Por wnes . 11 

The hi st or y or th1 s remark.abl e and endea ri ng rr!~ndshtp was t.tiorny. Ear ly i n the 
~olde n Age or fhe Magnet r.ame Ule wonderrul Sout h Sea s sex·les l'ltli ch broug h t. the superb 
Soames Int o the saga. With an 'lverture or lfflat. looked 11ke a rlna l quarNl betw een the 
mlll l ona l r e•s son and the sailor boy , Redwing set. or r tn search o r a tr eas ur e whic h had 
been bequea th ed to h!m by a di st.ai t , roving relat.l"v e . And 'l'fl.en h e roun:1 the t reasure , 
he was, at long last , able to pay his own rees at Grey t rtars . A sequel to tne Sou t h 
Seas ser i es "as t<:>ld at Christma s time , with the Bounder ana Reawlng k1dnapped Md held 
t n a cave - stor1es 1'hich were well - tol d , colourful, and exr.ltirg but. Ylhich lack ed the 
real Christma s at.mosphere as mJCh ·as some of those Gem Chri s tmas Null'bers or wh1d'I Roger 
J mktns spoke last C10nth. 

A decade md mre passed by be for e the Bertie Vernon seri e s graced a gol den suumer . 
This one- has not. th e sace appeal as .some or the other s , th ough t t was care rully planned 
aoo t.old . The Bourrler Nas too cal lous to "1n any s1t:1patl\Y by thi s time . His britt l e 
harshn ess trr l t ate<l , and marr ed r.he sto ri es . But Redw1~ was portrayed brllUantly , and 
h e alone placed th e seri es 1n the above-av erage c lass . 

The aut hol' , In ract, never ra il ed to r 1ng the ball with Reawl ng , l'lh~ther the boy 
r r om Hawksc lUf ,ras NOn:tertng Nlelhe r he was rea l })' good enough t o !1 11 the plac e ln th '!' 
t eam which t.he Bounder was deoa.rnUng for him, or whe the r he was f eeling that he no 
longe r ltked the tell o,, vt>.o was supposed to be the Rowider but had dropped all tn e 
Bourrler' s old w1ld habtts . 

t1)'" own view Is that Tom Rectwlng •• one or Charles Hamilton ' s gre a test chara c ter 
stUdlts . At the tl1D0 or his dea t h .. th e author 111as hal t-way thr ough ye t ano ther story 
concerning Redwing ana t.he Bounder . I t. was not a grea t one, though lt had Its ll)()CDfnts 
as rar as he went. Just how he would have U ni .shed l t , noi one or us can know. We do 
know, ror certain, tha t he would never have "ound tt up In the welter or senttmtn t allty 
l"blch spread over lt tn the cl os llll. chapters Nll ch we.re tacked on to m at t.he cr eato r 
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boy, Tom Burton, who is nicknamed 11The Bo' sun. " He speaks like a 
sail or, and is an inte r esting charac t er . Rummy t o have two new 
naughtical ch aracters this month - one in the Magnet and the other in 
the Nels on Lee. 

With the first issue of the yea:r , the Boys ' Fr iend was reduced in 
siz e again~ and now only has 8 pages . All except the front page is in 
very small print, like t hat in the Penny Popular. Dad says I must 
have eye s like a l inks , whateve r a links i s . 

There i s a new Mornington se ries , and it look s 1 ike being a long 
one with a barring-out c oming on. The f irs t story was "Under the 
Shadow , " and t his was sombre but ve ry good indeed. I n a snow fight , 
Lattrey throws at Mornington a snowbal l cont ai ni?18 a stone, and Morny 
is badly hurt. When he goes to deal wi t h Latt r ey in his s tu dy , 
Lat trey panics and hi ts Morny with a brass candlestick. Mornington is 
blinded by the bl ow. 

In the next story , "Condemned by the School, 11 all Rookwood is 
expecting that Lattrey will be expelled. But the father of Lattrey 
knows the dark secret of Dr. Chisholm's brother , and t he Head is being 
blackmailed by Mr. Lattrey who is a kind of pri va te de te ctive . In 
"Expe lled by the Fonn," the Fourth, led by hmmy Silver . talce matters 
into their own hands, and turn Lattrey out , neck and cro p. FinallYs 
in "The Rookwood Mut inee r s , 11 Latt r ey r eturns , and Dr. Chisholm finds 
himself with a seething rebellion on his hands. The Head is between 
the devil and the deep blue sea. 

I n the Cedar Creek series, "Saved by the Sergeant" r elated how 
Sergeant Lasal l e of the Mounties c ame to Cedar Creek and exposed 
Gun t en a nd Kellar as the two who tampered with Miss Meadows' adve r 
tisement . 

In "The Outcast of Cedar Creek ," Kel lar r ec eived a bel ting and 
Gunten was expelled - bu t Gunten was woeful at being t urned ou t of the 
school. Then in °Gunten 1s Last Chance , " Gunten staged a fake rescue 
of Miss Meadows, and she allowed him to r eturn. Bu t Frank Ric hards & 
Co f ound out Gunten ' s tr i ck , and made him confess , but he c onfe ssed in 
such a way th at Miss Meadows stil l fo r gave him . 

Last ta l e of the month , "The Chow of Cedar Creek" was a new 
Chinese boy, Yen Chin . Thi s was a spiff i118 t ale, and I loved it . 

"A VERY GALLANT GENTLEMAN" . 
In 1967 we came upon quite a number of Golden Jubilees , and that 

Daruzy of ours made sure tha t we missed none of them . Now, i n January 
1968 , we reach two mor e . The arrival of Tom Red.wing, which is dis -



Page 23 

cheery maxim that a blow in the fre sh ai r was the cure for al l worries, 
looking down the sights of a rifle at a possib l e human target was just 
too much for me. Far be it for me to criticise the world's greatest 
writer of schoo ) stories, but it is my honest opinion that the most 
famous of fi c tion al school boy characters eve r created were as out of 
place in thes~ fo r eign adventures as aspidistras in a chromium-pla ted 
f lower shop. To use a ·phrase of Char les Hamil ton ' s, they were as 
large as life and twice as natural. 

I 1 ve no doubt there are hundreds of C. D. readers who revel in the 
foreign travels; they do well to do so. From what I've r ead of them 
I can well understand this. As adventu re stories t hey are excellent ; 
a s s t or i es of my f avourite s choolboys they are - to me - poor stuff . 
This i sn't meant as a cr iti cism but as a statement of tas t e~ and is a 
fact only in thi s context . One is entitled to one ' s own taste , poor 
though it may be , 

I th ought what I choose to call Char les Hamilton's true adventure 
s t ories very readable indeed. With regard to th e Cedar Creek tales 
nothing was far-fetched and. as t he schoo l seemed to serve only as a 
backc l oth , almost any thi ng in th e adventure line was acce pt abl e and 
regarded by me as 'fi c tional fact.' I haven't seen a Boys ' Fri end for 
years but I'm sure I would enjoy these st ories as much as I did in the 
f ar off days. The Rio Kid is s til l the beet of my badmen even though 
modern his t ori ans of the Old Wes t inform us t hat there were no Robin 
Hoods of the pla i ns . I like to think that a Rio Kid was an ex ception . 
"King of the Islands" was clean , fresh stuff with an exhilarating 
charm . One could hear th e tr ade winds whistling in the shrouds, and 
smell th e tang of the Pacific. I've just fini shed re-reading one of 
these tales and think it very convincing indeed. I n my very humble 
opinion had Char les Hamil ton never become famous for his school s tor ies 
he would have certainly made the top line in boys' adven tu re . This 
particular yarn was extremely well written, as , no doub t, all of them 
were . But, for what I consi der tru.e adventure , give me t hose lovely 
summer holidays on the river; the fl as h of oars i n the sunshine ; dis 
tant sh out s across the rippling Saric or Rhyl ; secret pi cnics on Popper':': 
I sland ; hik i ng and caravanning da,ys on the rolli ng downs; crackle of 
the camp fire and the babble of a nearby stream ; smell of burning wood 
and frying "sos ses ;" barrings - out and the breaking of bounds ; the 
bookie I s clutches and the timely rescue ; dormitory fights and the whirr 
of whee l s on th e ha.rd whi te road; the long evening shadows across tne 
cr i cket pitch; the visitors needing one to tie, two to win; th e last" 
over, the last bal l; a mighty hit going for s i x ; a darting figure lea p
ing into the air ; smack! How1 s that? Those never to be f orgotten 
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ALL R IG!fl'S RESERVED AND REPRODUCTION WITHOUT PERMISSION STRI CTLY 
FORBIDDEN. You turne d back the paper cover of your favourite boys' 
periodical , ran your eyes ·down t he title-page ; and the words hit you 
ri ght between them as they reached the bottom . They sought to deter 
the budding young author - or any old one , for that mat ter - from 
sitt ing down at his typewriter with another author's work beside him, 
copying it almos t word for word, and palming it of f onto some unsuspect 
ing editor as his own original work. 

Something like thi s was alle ged to have occurred many years ago, 
when a reader protested that a story published in the U . J . had been 
read by him in another paper. The editor admitted th a t he ha d been 
the vi c t im of a fraud, but had publis hed the stor y in good fa1 th . One 
sign ifi can t factor s however . gave rise to a grea-t deal of unce r tai nty 
as to the truth of this explanation ; for , despite th e name of the 
author having been given to preceding stories, thi s one was published 
anonymously . There seemed no ear t hl y reason why that particular stocy 
shoul d not have followed the same patt ern and been given a name of 
authorship, and in view of what transpired i n the S . B. L. much la ter , 
it was pro babl y published in the full knowledge that it was its second 
printing . 

The recent exchange of views on the reprintin g of a Ladbroke Black 
story copies - and I st re ss the word "copi ed ," for no ot her can apply 
- by Lewis Jackson, was only one of several instances of this sort of 
thing occurring durin g the editorship of Mr. L. Pratt . The instances 
a r e r ecorded in t he SEXTON BLAKE CATALOGUE, where , besides the name of 
Lewis Jackso n, t hose of John G. Brandon , Donald Stuar t, and W. J . Bay
f i eld are giv en as having re - written earlier s tor ies by authors dead 
and buried many years before . I t is apparent that those st ories were 
copied with full editorial approval . It is like l y, too, that the 
tr anscrib ers received more money for reviving them than the original 
authors got for writing them. But they could no more l ay claimed to 
authorship than a man finding another's wage packe t could claim owner
ship of it . 
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thoroughly extrovert as Edward Oswald Handforth? 
.But in those early days we did not critic i se them - we accepted 

them, liking or dislikif18 wi thout reservation . I t seem.s to me unfair 
- and quit e untrue - to s t ate that in effect the decline of the Nel son 
Lee was due to the declining popularity of llandforth - the 'star pe r
former who failed to at tr act an audi ence . 1 It was only when the for 
mat of the Lee changed - through no f ault of Edwy's - and t he s tories 
became superficial; when our beloved old characters were repla ced by 
new, and far less acceptab l e ones , that the Nelson Lee took it s tumble. 
Schoolboys are conserva tive; they dislike change and I firmly be li eve 
t ha t if the Nelson Lee had continued to give them what they wanted, 
instead of the I chopping and changing I whi ch went on during i t s later 
years , it would have outlived all its contemporaries . 

In t he very early Lees Handforth's character was, I must confess , 
not ~rticularly endearif18 . He was represented as not only a buffoon 
but (dare I say i t? ) something of a bully. But as the Nelson Lee got 
in to it s stride , the character of &:!ward Oswald mellowed and became 
what it remained up to t he final chapte r of t he Nel son Lee - arrogant, 
opinionated, reck l ess , impul sive ; but also with a new warmth and 
generosity . 

Len Wormull states , in refer rin g to the Death of Church ser i es 
(and I agree that this was one of t he fine st stories Brooks ever wrote: 
that ' for one brief moment we saw Handy as a charac ter with warmth and 
compassion - a side to his nature which we were nev er to see again. 1 

I think many Lee- ites would be able to prov e tha t this was merely an 
extension of Handy' s charac t er, not a reversa l or a f lash -in- the-pan. 
Throughout the reign of the Nelson Lee, his concern for his two friend~ 
Church and McClure (and for any of his companions who might be in 
trouble) was sincere and una ff ected . During the Sports Mad series he 
actually tried to ' crock ' himself so that Church could take his pl ace 
at Lord1 s , and i t was Randy who defended Harry Gresham when he was 
branded as a coward by the rest of t he school. Thes e stories - and 
many others whi ch showed Handy in a compassionate light - were written 
prior to the Death of Church , 

As I said , i t i s easy to look back with the critical eye of 
middle - age . But I think criticism should be fair . If, as Len Wormull 
states, the decline of the Nelson Lee was due to too much Ha.ndfort h , 
wouldn • t Edwy Searles Brooks have sensed this and acted according l y? 
A true writer has his fingers a lways on the pul se of his public and 
right to the ti me changing edit or ial policy finally made Edwy' s job 
impossible, he gave his reader s what they wanted . 

I think , up to the end , they still wanted Handy. , 
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t his period, was i n failing health ·, and the edi to r of the S .B .L. may 
have been moved to help an old co ntr ibu t or financial l y by dig ging a 
st ory f r om the archives , getting a member of his s t aff to al t er a few 
names here and there, and pay the aut hor as f or an original sto ry. If' 
so, in commiseration for t he author , and in commendation of a friend ly 
editor's kindly act i on, together with memories of many enjoyable hours 
sp ent f ollowing th e adventur es of the auth or's f amous characters , I 
absolve from further c riticism , and wit hdraw any implications I may 
have made in the course of th is ar t icle . The he lping hand is an 1.nat ru .. , 
ment of peace and good-will that could be used more of ten in times when 
its appearance ge t s le ss and less fre que nt . Not only domestical ly ; 
not only pol i ti ca lly ; but internationally , as well . 

But fur t her criticism there must be . Not so mu ch of the of f i ci al 
records as th e way t hey are being misapplied. I agree t hat t he person 
paid for the work should be accep t ed as the autho r - but only up to the 
point where it i s clear that payment and aut hors hi p ar e coin cid ent al. 
When the identity of the r eal author is obvious , then, whether he was 
paid for the s t ory by th e A. P. , or not , he should be give n the c redit, 
or ot herwise, fo r the story he has writ te n . 

Bill Lofts's insistence that the person paid for the s tory must be 
accep t ed as having written it , has cas t doub t s on the authe nt icit y of 
articles publi sh ed years ago , so it i s poetic justice th a t one of his 
own shou l d come Wlder the same cloud of W1cert ai nty . I n "Fro m Informa 
t ion Received ••• No. 4, C. D. No. 128, page 206, Bi ll , writi ng of Gilbe rt 
Cheste r, says • • . . "not long after leaving sc hool he tra i ned to be a 
de ntist . .. . Remember U.J , No. 979 , "The Case of the Bond Stre e t Dentist"'? 
This was a case of Ches ter ' ghos ti ng ' f or Andrew Murray. 11 

By virtue of the crisp American style , so charac t eris ti c of al l 
Chester ' s work , th er e is no doubt that he wrote the story . But t he 
offi cial r ecords show Murray as having bee n pai d fo r it , and so , on th e 
documentary evid ence which , to Bi ll , is conclusive proo f that Murray 
wrot e it , he must be accepted as t he author . Exce pt t o r e- affirm t hat 
the wor d ' aut hor' can only be appl ied to t he person ac tu al l y writi ng 
th e story , any further comment would be superflu ous .. 

A HUMBLE GIF T OF A GREAT MAN By Arthur V. Holland 

Sexton Blake is a very r emarkab l e man in eve ry way, his l is t of 
gift s as outl i ned by numerous wri ter s of his chro ni cl e s ar e legion .. 
However , upon re ading a vint age number of Sexton Bl ake Library No. 7 
N.S. (31/7/25) by R. C. Armour, I was deli ghted wit h a simple doggerel 
Bl ake composed as he rod e a donkey along a dusty track in Egypt. We 
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mysterious activities of digging at midnight have lent a sinis ter 
aspect to the comic happenings in the foreground, turns out to be 
merely an archeologist digging f or Roman relics . 

So Lady Honori a, whose early appearance in the series suggests 
that a cont inuou s thread of comic relief wil l be running throughout 
the whole ser ie s , tends to peter out long before the end to make way 
for the more exciting and serious adve nture s of the St . Frank's boys 
in their se ar ch for the· Roman r elics. And find them they do , despite 
further i nte r ference from t he gang of London t oughs whi ch almost 
result s in death for Nipper , Sir Montie Tregell i s -West and Tommy 
Watson. 

THE EXCITING METAMORPHOSIS OF RllXIE PI'M' by Jim Cook 

Reginald Pitt was a unique character. In the world of literature 
i t will be diff i cult to f i nd hi s equal for I have neve r come across a 
similar dramatic and intense figure as inte re sting and compelling . 
And right from the beginning when he first arrived at St . Frank's you 
felt his s tro ng personality at once even though he "'as "not on our 
s id e. " 

The mental image we got at Pitt ' s int r oductio n to St . Frank's 
was of a s malli sh boy in Eton s , slim and dark . His hair was dark and 
hi s eyes were dark also. His somewhat thin features had a sallow 
aspec t, but he seemed healt hy enough for all that. Thus Edwy gi ves us 
our firs t glimpse of a charac t er we will never forget . 

Perhaps i t was something of a gamble reforming Pitt fo r in the 
fir s t place it wasn • t necessary and i n the second a j unior with such a 
s tr ong i ndivid uali ty could prove to be too powerful to change. This 
really did happen wit h Brooks' tre at ment of Full wood for th e fonner 
leader of Study A r emained with us for qui te a long time in his 
original mouldi ng · even th ough we jou rney ed in sympathy with him in his 
uphi ll fi ght to shake off the old habits and acquain tanc es. 

But the gamble came off for we t ook the 11new11 Reggie right to our 
hearts . As he shrugged off his bad, old ways so did we, an d I don't 
t hi nk we eve r thought of him again as The Serpent . No doubt , Brooks 
may have overdrawn him at fi r st for he was a r emark able junior with 
Shady connections usually reserved fo r central characters of powerful 
and crimina l des i gnations , but such was Mr. Brooks 1 skill with Pitt 

~ that t he characterisation overcame the fault. 
Ai, the terms went by at St . Frank's Pit t was ofte n to the front 

and beli e d the ol d adage that you can't have t wo kings on one throne. 
The lovable Nipper , in be tween even t s t ha t questioned his popular i ty , 
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One very ancient U .J . , I remember, was all about a crooked foot 
ball team coming to England, Someone had invented a special gadget 
fitted i n t o the heels of their boots which enabled them to run faster 
than anyone else. I do not reco ll ect any other details except that 
Blake managed to get the thing fitted to the boots of the English 
playe-rs when they met in a representative match . Blake and Tinker 
also pl ayed in thi s and the crooked team, called the Crimson Ramblers, 
was pulverised so to s peak , The shock of finding the English pl ayers 
equippe d wi th their own secret weapon was too much for them~ 

The early Confederation stories also i.nterested me. I never read 
the first ones but remember Mr. Smith bei ng the chief rogue before Mr. 
Reece . I believe this was in the pink paper cover era . 

Several S,B,Ls . contained stories featuring Nelson Lee and Nipper 
as well as Sex ton Blake and Tinker . I remember reading one or two at 
t he time but tit l es have 'faded i nto obl ivion as far as I am concerned . 
Perhaps one of our S ,B, experts cou l d produce the answers t ogether 
with authors' names as I think Leei t es would be interested in this 
informa t ion . UJy offers? 

In my collection I have only two S.Bs. - No. 235 ?1blished (I 
don't know when) at 7d, entitled "Retired from the Yard" by Anthony 
Parsons and 11The Sea Tige rs" issued a few years ago. The former has 
an excellen t plot and is very well written . I have r ead it many times 
and never fowtd it stale . tf 81'\YOne has a copy 1 r ecommend them to 
turn i t out and read it agai n. 

Se.Xton Blake and Tinker were featured in the Nelson Lee Library 
on a number of occasions in the time of St 9 Frank ts . When St . Frank I s 
was transferred to London Sext on Blake he lpe d when Lee disappeared. 
He a nd Tinker aided Nipper in the chasedown the Thames in a r escue act . 
Tinker was at St. Frank 's in the last story of the "Martin Barring 
Outt' series and took part i n some night - time adventures . He was shewn 
on the cove r of this issu e , the only time , I think , in this respect . 

I could go on longer but "Enough i s as good as a Feast" as they 
say . I now sit back and l ook forward to a 11Blakei te 0 answering the 
queries r aised in my paragraph regarding Lee and Blake appearing 
togethe r. 

. I started reading the Companion Papers in 1914 whe n I was eleven , 
and· as time passed I extended my reading to include most of the other 
'weeklies,' inc l udiJl8 'comics. • I say 'most ' as I fough t shy of the 
Union Jack and Nelson Lee Library . I had been warned against 'bl oods ' 
and tak i ng the warning to heart I looked askance at my desk - mate in 
school when he read the Nel son Lee e very week under cover of the li d 
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from crashing to t he ground . His arms were nea.rl y pulled out of their 
sockets. I don1t wonder ! And what was that s tory in a Sexton Blake 
Fourpenny Library (I oft en bought tham, too) about Ca.rl ac being on 
board ship and hearing a haunting song being sung in a sweet voice 
below deck . The dark bi rds of pre_l, They will carry us away , And 

ou'l l never see our swee thear t more. For s ome reason I thril l 
- to those lines , It might have been Kew or Blake ; I'm not sure , ) 

All I' ve got to remind me of those days are: 
Union Jacks : The Terms of The llage r (April 2nd , 192 1) ; The Case of 
The Channel Swimmer (Sept . 10th , ' 21 ) ; Lobangu'a Ju-Ju (Sept . 17th , 
1921 ) ; The Flower of The Etbaia (Dec. 17th , 1921 ) ; The Fur Thieves 
(Dec. 24th , 1921) ; The Valley of Flies (April 21st , 1923), 
llhat picturesque covers they have! Also , beginning to look tattered : 
Sexton Blake Library : The Half Cast , No. 35; The Beach-Comber, No.140; 
The Case of The Cul tured Pear la , No. 208; In The Grip of The Tong, 
No. 227. 

It ' a nice to have them and to look back , And to think back , 
Sex ton Bl ake, Tinker, and PedrO were good companions - and so were 
the evil-doers they hunted down, JACK OVERHI LL 

FOR SALE: Lovely Red Magnets No, 289, 290, 29 1. £1 per copy . 1d 
White Magnets: 398 "Lancashire Lad ' a Luck"; 399 "Champio n of t he 
Oppressed 11

; 400 the notorio us "Sunday Crusaders" 12/6 each . Blue 
Gems 365 11Herr Schneider ' s Secret" excellent copy 12/6. 398 "Maso n I s 
Last Match" pretty good copy 12/6 . 370 "A Split in the School " rougher 
coveli' 10/ - . 342 "St . Jim 1 s Caravanners" good copy but coupon cu t out 
of front cover 10/ -. White ld Gems: 482,484,485 , 492, 497,498 . 499 . ?/6 
per copy . The entire f inal year of the Gem, bound in two love ly 
volumes : £6 per vol ume. 
The following (f rom the Bi ll Gander collect i on) : Hours of brows ing , 
months of reading . 3 volumes of THE BOYS' HERALD: containing t he en
t ire 12 months ' copies : 1907- 1908; 1900- 1909; 1909-191 0 . Sto r ies by 
Charles Hamilton , Jack North , Maxwell Scott , Henry St. John , Cecil 
Hayter , and dozens of oth ers. The entire Hamil to n Cliveden ser i es; 
Classic tal es of Sex t on Blake , Tinker , Nelson Lee, Nipper. (Sexton 
Blake at School , Sext on Blake at Oxford, et c.) £1 0 for eac h volume . 
Condit i on of copies pretty good considering age , but bi nding i s only 
amateur ish , and page edges a.re often r ough. I f I should kee p these 3 
vol umes mysel f ( and I don ' t mind if I do) I shall have them br oken dow, 
and re -bound i n half - yea.rs . Utterly f ascinating books , f il led by 
famous authors and artists . Pos tage ex tra on all items . S.a.e ., fir st. 
Write: ERIC FAYNE1 Exce1Si0£ House, Grgye Rd: 1 Surbitgn 1 Surrey . 



from crashing to the groWld. His arms were nearly pulled out of their 
sockets. I don I t wonder! And what was that story in a Se::z:ton Blake 
Fourpenny Library (I often bought them, too) about Carlac being on 
board ship and hearing a haunting song being sung in a sweet voice 
belo w deck. The dark bi rds of pre_I, They will carry us away, And 

ou' 11 never see our sweetheart more. For some reason I t hrill 
- to those lines . It might have been Kew or Blake; I'm not sure.) 

Al l I' ve got to remind me of those days are : 
Union Jacks : The Terms of The Wager (April 2nd, 1921 ); The Case of 
The Channel Swimmer (Sept. 10th, • 21); Lobangu' s Ju-Ju (Sept. 17th, 
1921 ) ; The Flower of The Etb aia (Dec. 17th , 1921 ); The Fur Thieves 
(Dec. 24th, 1921); The Valley of Flies (April 21st, 1923). 
What picturesque covers they have! Also , beginning to look ta ttered : 
Sexton Blake Libra ry: The Half Cast , No. 35 ; The Beach-Co mber , No.140; 
The Case of The Cultured Pearl s , No. 208; In The Grip of The Tong , 
No. 227. 

It's nice to have th em and to l ook back . And t o think back . 
Sexton Blake , Tinker , and PedrO were good companions - and so were 
the evil - doers they hunted down. JACK OVERHILL 

FOR SALE: Lovely Red Magnets No. 289, 290, 291 . i.1 per copy. 1d 
White Magnets : 398 "Lancashire Lad's Luck"; 399 "Champion of the 
Oppressed" ; 400 the notorious "Sunday Crusader s" 12/6 each . Blue 
Gems 365 "Herr Schneider 1 s Secret" excellent copy12/6. 398 "Mason's 
Last Match" pretty good copy 12/6 . 370 "A Split i n the School " rougher 
cove:t> 10/- . 342 "St . Jim's Caravanners" good copy but coupon cut out 
of front cove r 10/ - . White 1d Gem.s: 482,484,485,492,497,498,499 . 7/6 
per copy . The entire final year of the Gem, bound in two lovely 
volumes : £6 per volume . 
The following (from the Bill Gander collection): Hours of browsing , 
months of reading . 3 volumes of THE BOYS' HERALD: containing the en
tire 12 months' cop i es: 19()7-1 900 ; 1908-19()9 ; 1909- 1910 . Stories by 
Charles Hamil ton , Ja ck North , Maxwell Scott , Henry St. John , Ceci l 
Hayter, and dozens of others. The entire Hamilton Cliveden series ; 
Classic tales of Sexton Blake, Tinker, Nelson Lee, Nipper . (Sexton 
Blake at School, Sexton Blake at Oxford, etc.) i.10 for each volume. 
Condition of co pies pretty good considering age, but binding is only 
amateurish, and page edges are often rough. I f I should keep these 3 
volumes mysel f (and I don ' t mind if I do) I shall have them broken do w, 
and re -bound i n half - years . Utterly fas cina t ing books, filled by 
famous authors and artists . Postage extra on all items. S.a.e., first . 
Write : rn,rc FAYNE1 Exce1Si2f Hguse, GfQYS Rd, 1 Surbi to n 1 Surrey . 
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One very ancien t U.J., I remember, was all about a crooked foot 
ball team coming to England, Someone had invented a special gadget 
fitted in to the heels of their boots which enabled the m to run faster 
t han anyone else . I do not r ecollect any othe r de tail s except that 
Blake managed to get the thi ng fitted to the boots of the English 
players when they met in a re pres en ta ti ve match . Blake and Tinker 
also played in thi s and the crook ed team , called the Crims on Ramblers, 
was pu1verised so to speak. The shock of find i ng the Engl i sh players 
equipped with their own secret weapon was t oo much for the m~ 

The early Confeder ation sto ries also inte r ested me. I never read 
the first ones but remember Mr. Smith being t he chief rogue before Mr. 
Reece. I believe thi s was in the pink paper cover era . 

Several S.B.Ls. contai ned s tori es featuring Nelson Lee and Nipper 
as well as Sexton Blake and Tinker . I remember r eading one or two at 
the time but tit l es have f ad ed i nto oblivion as far as I am concern e d . 
Per haps one of our S.B . expert s cou ld produce the answers together 
wit h authors ' names as I think Leeite s woul d be interested in this 
informa t ion . An.y offers? 

In my collect-io n I have only two S .Ba. - No. 235 J'lblished (I 
don't know when) at 7d , entitled "Retire d from th e Yard" by Anthony 
Parsons and "The Sea Tige rs " issued a few years ago. The former has 
an excellent plot and is very well written. I have re ad it many times 
and never found it sta l e . I f acyone has a copy t recommend them to 
turn it out and read it again . 

SeJCton Blake and Tinker were f eature d in th e Nelson Lee Library 
on a number of occasions in th e time of St . Frank I s • When St. Frank ' s 
was transferred to London Sexton Blake helped when Lee disappeared. 
He and Ti nker aide d Nipper i n the chasedown th e Thames in a r es cue act . 
Tinker was at St . Fr ank ' s in t he last story of the "Marti n Barring 
Out" series and took par t in some night - time adventures . He was shewn 
on the cover of t his issue , the only time , I think, in this r espect . 

I could go on l onger but "Enough i s as good as a Feast " as they 
say . I now si t back and look forward to a 11Blakei te 11 answering the 
que ries raised in my paragraph regarding Lee and Blake appear ing 
together • 

. I started reading the Companion Pape rs in 1914 when I was eleven , 
and· as time passed I extended my reading to include most of the other 
' weekl ie s ,' inc l uding ' comics. ' I say 'most ' as I fought shy of the 
Union Jack and Nels on Lee Library . I had been w-arned against ' bloods' 
and taking the warning to heart I looked askance at my desk -mat e in 
sc hool when he read the Nelson Lee every week under cover of the lid 
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mysterious activities of digging at midnight have lent a siniste r 
aspect to the comic happen i ngs in t he f or<>ground, turns out to be 
mer ely an archeologi.st digging for Roman relics . 

So Lady Honoria, whose ear l y a ppearan ce in the series suggests 
that a continuous thread of comic relief will be running throughout 
the whole series , tends to peter out l ong before t he end to make way 
for the more exci tin g and serious adven ture s of the St . Frank ' s boys 
in their search for the · Romaµ reli cs. And f i nd them they do , de spi te 
further i nterference from the gang of London t oughs which almost 
results i n deat h f or Ni pper, Sir Monti e Tregellis-West and Tollllll," 

· Watson . 

THE EXCITING METAMORPHOSI S OF RmGI E Pl'M' by Jim Cook 

Regi nald Pitt was a unique character. In the world of literature 
it W1.ll be difficult to find his equal f or I have never come across a 
similar dramatic and intense figure as interest ing and compel li ng. 
And right from the beginning when he f irst arrived at St . Frank's y ou 
felt hi s strong personality at once even though he was "not on our 
side. 11 

The mental i mage we go t at Pitt 1 s in t roduction to St . Frank's 
was of a s ma llish boy in Etons , slim and dark . Hi s hair was dark and 
his eyes were dark also . His some what t hin features had a sallow 
aspec t , but he seemed healthy enough for all tha t . Thus Edwy gives us 
our fi r s t glim pse of a charac t er we will never fo rget . 

Perhaps i t was something of a gambl e reforming Pit t for in the 
f irst place it wasn 't necessary and in the second a jWlio r with such a 
st rong individ uali ty could prove to be too power ful to change. This 
really did happen with Brooks 1 treatment of Fu l lwood for t he former 
leader of Study A remained with us for qu i t e a long time in his 
original moulding even though we jou rneyed i n sympathy wi t h him in h is 
uphill fi ght to shake off the old habits and acquaintances. 

But the gamble came off for we took the 11new" Reggie right to our 
hearts. As he shrugged off hi s bad , old ways so did we, and I don I t 
th ink we ever thought of him again as The Serpent . No doubt , Bro oks 
may have overdrawn him at fi r st for he was a rema r kab l e junior wi t h 
Shady connections usually reserved for central characters of powerful 
and criminal designa t ions, bu t such was Mr. Brooks' skill with Pitt 

. tha t the charac t erisation overc ame the f ault. 
As th e terms went by at St . Fr ank's Pit t was ofte n t o the front 

and be l ied t he old adage that you can' t have two ki ngs on one throne . 
The l ovab l e Nipper , in between even t s tha t questioned h is popularity , 
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this period , was in f ai ling health ·, and the edi t or of the S.B.L. may 
have been moved to help an old contribut or financially by digging a 
s tory from the archives, get ti ng a member of his s taff to al te r a few 
names here and there , and pay the au t hor as for an original sto ry. If 
so , i n commiseration for the autho r , and i n commendation of a friendly 
editor's kindly acti on, together wit h memories of many enjoyable hours 
spen t f ollowing t he adventures of th e author's f amous cha racters , I 
abs ol ve from further c ri ticism , and wi. thdraw any i mpli ca tions I may 
have made in the course of th is a rt icle . The helping hand is an instru
ment of peace and good-will tha t cou ld be used more of te n in ti mes when 
its appearance get s l ess and l ess f r equent . Not only domestical l y; 
not only politically ; but internationally , as well . 

But further criticism the re must be . Not so much of the official 
rec ord s as t he way t hey are being misapp lied. I agree t hat the person 
paid for the work should be ac cepte d as the au tho r - but only up to t he 
poi nt where it i s cle ar that payment and authorship ar e coin ci dent al. 
When the identity of the rea l au th or i s obvio us , thent whether he was 
paid for th e st ory by the A. P"' or not, he should be given the cred i tt 
or oth erwise, fo r t he sto r y he has written . 

Bill Lofts ' s insiste nce th a t t he person paid for the s tory must be 
acc epted as having written i tt has cas t doub t s on t he authen t ici ty of 
articles publi sh ed year s ago , so it i s poet i c justice that one of his 
own sh ould c ome under the same cloud of uncertainty . In "Fr om Informa
tion Received • .• No. 4, C. D. No. 128, page 206, Bi ll , writing of Gilbert 
Cheste r, says •• • . 11no t long after le aving sc hool he trained to be a 
den t is t. . • • Remember U .J . No. 979 , "The Case of th e Bond Street Den tist "'? 
This was a case of Cheste r ' ghos ti ng ' f or Andr ew Murray." 

By virtue of the c ri sp American style , so characteristic of al l 
Chest er ' s work, there is no doubt that he wrote th e s tory . But the 
offi cial r ecords show Mur ray as having been paid fo r it , and so , on th e 
documentary evidence which , t o Bil l , is conclu sive proof t ha t Murray 
wrote i t , he must be acce pted as the author . Exce pt t o r e- affirm t hat 
t he wor d ' autho r' can only be applied to t he person actual l y writ i ng 
th e story , any fur th e r comment would be superflu ous . 

A HUMBLE GIFT OF A GREAT MAN By Arthur V. Holland 

Sexton Blake is a very remarkab l e man i n every we.y, his lis t of 
gi f t s as outl i ned by numerous writers of hi s chr onicl es are legion . 
However, upon r eadl.Jl8 a vintage number of Sexton Blake Li brary No . 7 
N.S. (31/7/25) by R. C. Armour, I was delighted with a simple dogge rel 
Blake composed as he r ode a donkey along a dus t y t r ack i n Egypt. lie 



Page 21 

t horoughly extrovert as Edward Oswald Handf orth? 
. But in those early days we did not c ritic i se them - we accepted 

them, liking or disliking wi thout reserva ti on . I t seem.s to me tmfair 
- and qui te untrue - to s t ate that in effect the decline of the Nel s on 
Lee was due to th e declining popul ar ity of llandf or th - the ' star pe r
f ormer who failed to at tr act an audience. t It was onl y when th e fo r
mat of the Lee changed - through no fault of Edwy's - and the stories 
became superficial ; when our beloved old charac t ers were rep la ced by 
new, and far less accep table ones , that the Nel son Lee took its tumble. 
Schoolboys are conservativ e ; they dislike change and I firmly be l i e ve 
that i f the Nel son Lee had continued to gi ve them what they wanted, 
instead of the I chopping and changiJ18' which went on during i t s later 
years , it would have outl iv ed all it s con temporarie s . 

In the very early Lees Handforth ' s charac ter was, I must conf ess , 
not ~rticularly endear ing . Be was represented as not only a buffoon 
but (dare I sey it?) something of a bully . But as the Nelson Lee got 
in to its stride , the character of Edward Oswald mellowed and became 
what it remained up to the final cha pter of the Nelso n Lee - arrogant , 
opinionated . reckless, impul siv e ; but also with a new warmth and 
generosity. 

Len Wormull states , in refe rring to the Death of Church se rie s 
(and I agree that thi s was one of the fines t stor i es Brooks ever wrote: 
that 'for one brief moment we saw Handy as a character with warmth and 
compassion - a side to his nature which we were ne ver to see agai n . ' 
I think many Lee- i te s would be able to prove that t h is was merely an 
extension of Handy' s charac t er, not a reve rsa l or a f lash -i n- the - pan . 
Throughout the r eign of' the Nelso n Lee, hi s conce rn f or his t wo friend~ 
Chur ch and McClure (and for any of his companions who might be in 
trouble) was sinc ere and unaffected , Duri ng the Sports Mad series he 
act ually tried to ' crock ' himself so that Church could take his place 
at Lord I s , and it was Handy who defended Harry Gresham when he was 
b r anded as a coward by the rest of t he sc hool. Thes e sto rie s - and 
many ot hers which showed Handy in a compassi onate ligh t - were written 
prior t o the Death of Church . 

A3 I sa i d , it i s eas y to look back with the c r itical eye of 
middle - age . But I think c rit icism shou ld be fair . If , as Len Wo:nnull 
states , th e dec line of the Nelson Lee was due to too much Handforth , 
woul dn I t Edwy Searles Brooks have sensed t his and acted acco rdingly? 
A t rue writer has hi s fill8"rs a lweys on the pulse of h is public an d 
right to the time changing editorial policy finally made Edwy' s job 
impossible , he gave his readers what the y wanted. 

I thi nk , up to the end , t hey sti ll wanted Handy. 
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ALL R !Glfl'S RESERVED AND REPRODUCTION lit TROUT PERMISSION STRI CTLY 
FORBIDDEN, You turned back t he pape r cover of your favourite boys' 
periodical , ran your eyes·down the title-page , and the words hit you 
right between them as they reached t he bottom . They sought to deter 
the budding young author - or any ol d one , f or that mat t er - from 
s itt ing down at his typewriter wit h another author's work beside him, 
copying it almost word for word, and palming it off onto some uns uspect 
ing edi tor as his own ori ginal work. 

Something like this was al leged to have occurred many years ago, 
when a r eader protested tha t a story published in the U ,J . had been 
r ead by him i n anothe r paper . The editor admit t ed th at he ha d been 
the victim of a fraud, but had published the story in good faith . One 
signi fi cant f actor r however . gave rise to a grea't dea1 of unce rtainty 
as to the truth of thi s explanation ; for 1 despite t he name of the 
author having been given to precedins stories , this one was published 
anonymously. There seemed no earth l y reason why that particular story 
should not have followed the same pattern and been given a name of 
aut horship , and in vie w of what transpired in the S.B . L. much la t er , 
it was probably published in the full lmowledge th a t it was its second 
printing, 

The recent exchange of views on the reprinting of a Ladbroke Black 
story copies - and I stress the word "copied, " for no ot her can apply 
- by Lewis Jackson , was only one of se veral instances of this sort of 
th ing occurring durin g the edi t orship of Mr. L. Pratt . The instances 
are r ecorded in the SEXTON BLAKE CATALOGUE, where , besides the name of 
Lewis Jackson , those of John G, Brandon, Donald Stuart , and II. J . Bay
field are given as having re- writt en e arl ier st ories by authors dead 
and burie d many years before . I t is apparen t tha t those sto r i e s were 
copied with fu ll edi t orial approval . It is like l y, t oo, that the 
transcribers rece ived more money for reviving them than the original 
a ut hors got for wr iting them. But they coul d no more lay claimed to 
aut horship than a man findin g another 's wage packet coul d claim owner
ship of it . 
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cheery maxim that a blow in th e fre sh ai r was t h e cure for all worr ies, 
looking down the sig hts of a rifle at a possib l e human t arge t was j ust 
too much for me. Fa r be it fo r me to cr iticise the world 1 s grea test 
writer of school s torie s , but it is my honest opinion t ha t the most 
famous of fic t ional schoo l boy characters ever cre ated were as out of 
place in the se foreign adventures as aspi di stras in a chromium-pla t ed 
flower sho p. To use a ·phr as e of Charles Hamil ton ' s, they were as 
large as life and twi ce as natu ral . 

I I ve no doubt there are hundreds of C .D. readers who revel in t he 
foreign travels; they do well to do so. Fro m what I ' ve r ead of them 
I can well understand t his. As adventure sto ri es they a re exce llent; 
as sto ri es of my favourite sc hoo lboy s they are - to me - poor stuff. 
This isn ' t meant as a cri t icism bu t as a statement of taste, and is a 
f act only in this contex t . One is entitled to one ' s own taste , poor 
t hough it may be • 

I t hought what I c hoose to cal l Charles Hamil ton's tru e adven ture 
stories very rea dable indeed. With r egar d t o the Cedar Cre ek tales 
nothing was fa r- fet ched an d, a s the scho ol seemed to se rv e only as a 
backcloth , almos t any t hing in the adventu r e line was acce ptable and 
re garde d by me as • fi c ti onal fa c t . ' I haven' t seen a Boys 1 Fr ien d for 
years but I 'm sure I would enjoy these s tor ies as much as I did i n th e 
far of f days. The Rio Kid is still the beet of my badmen even t hough 
modern hist orians of t he Old West i nf orm us t ha t t h ere were no Robin 
Hoods of th e pl a ins . I like to think that a Rio Kid was an except io n. 
"King of the I slan ds 11 was cle an, fre sh stuff wi t h an exhil arat i ng 
charm . One could hear t he tr ade winds whist l ing in th e shrouds, and 
smel l th e tang of the Pacif ic . I ' ve just finish ed re-readi ng one of 
th ese t al es and think i t very convi nci ng indee d. In my very humbl e 
opinion had Cha rle s Hamilt on never become famous f or hi s school s t ories 
he would have certainl y made t he to p li ne in boys' adve ntu re. Th.is 
particular yarn was ex t reme ly well written, as , no doubt , all of them 
were . But, for what I cons i der tru e adve nture , give me t hose love l y 
summer hol iday s on the river ; the f lash of oars in the sunsh in e ; dis 
tant sho uts ac ros s th e rippling Sark or Rhyl ; sec ret picnics on Popper' ~ 
I sla nd; hiking and ca r avanni ng days on th e rollill8 downs ;- c r ackle of 
th e camp fire and the babble of a nearby stream ; smell of burning wood 
and fryi ng 11sosses ; 11 ba r rings - ou t and t he bre aking of bound.a ; the 
bookie ' s c l utc hes and th e timely rescue ; dormitory f igh t s and t he whi rr 
of whee l s on th e hard whi t e r oad; the long evening shad ows ac r oss tlie 
cricket pitch ; th e visitors needing one to t ie , two to win; t he l ast· 
over , the l ast ball ; a mighty hit goi ng for six ; a darting figure l e a p
ing into t he air; smack ! How' s th at ? Those never to be forgotte n 
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boy , Tom Burton, who is nicknamed 11Tbe Bo'sun ." He speaks like a 
sai lor, and i s a n interesting characte r. Rummy to have two new 
naughtical charac ters this month - one in the Magnet and the other in 
the Nelson Lee. 

With the fi r s t issue of the year , the Boys ' Fr iend was re duc ed in 
size aga in, and now only has 8 pages . All except the front page is in 
very small print, like that in the Penny Popular . Dad says I must 
have eyes like a links, whatever a links is . 

There is a new Morn.ington series, and it looks 1ike being a long 
one with a barring -o ut coming on . The f irs t st ory was "Under th e 
ShadoW', " and this was sombre but very good indeed. In a snow fight , 
Lattrey throws at Morni ngton a s?lowball cont aining a sto ne, and Morny 
is badly hur t . When he goes to deal with Lat t r ey in his study, 
Lat trey panics and hi ts Morey with a brass candlestick . Mornington is 
blinded by the blow. 

In the next s t ory , 11Condemned by the School," all Rookwood is 
expectin g that Lat t rey will be expelled . But the father of Lattrey 
knows the dark secret of Dr . Chisholm ' s brother, and t he Head is being 
blackmailed by Mr. Lattrey who is a kind of priva t e de t ective . In 
"Expelled by the Form, 11 the Fourth, led by J1.mmy Silver . t ake matte r s 
i nto their own hands , and turn Lattrey out , neck and crop. Final.lY1 
in "The Rookwood Muti neers ," Lat trey returns, and Dr . Chisholm finds 
himself with a seeth ing rebellion on hi s hands . The Head i s be tween 
the devil and the deep blue sea. 

I n the Cedar Creek series, 11Saved by the Sergeant" related how 
Sergeant Lasalle of the Mounties came to Cedar Creek and exposed 
Gunten and Kellar as the two who tampered with Miss Meadows' adve r 
tisement . 

In 11The Outcast of Cedar Creek,° Kel lar received a belt i ng and 
· Gunten was expelled - but Gunten was woeful at being turned ou t of the 

school. Then in "Gunten' s Last Chance," Gunten s t age d a f ake rescue 
of Miss Meadows, a nd s he allow ed him to r eturn. But Fr ank Ric hards & 
Co found out Gunten' s t rick , and made him confess, but he conf e ssed in 
such a way that Miss Meadows still forgave him . 

Last tale of the month , "The Chow of Cedar Creek 11 was a new 
Chinese boy , Yen Chin. This was a s piff ing t al e , and I loved i t. 

"A VERY GALLANT GENTLEMAN" . 
In 1967 we came upon quite a number of Golden Jubilees , and that 

DSIUlY of ours made sure th a t we missed none of them . Now, in Jan uary 
1968 , we reach two more . The a rrival of Tom Red.wing, which is dis-
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So Red•dng never sur rerP.d at the hands or the 9..1bstl tute wr t ters ln the way t ha t 
Ta lMt or St . Jim •s di d . Talbo t had gr ea.t potent l a llt.tes flftlleh were never tul lY 
expl o ited by Charles Ham11ton . Oth er wri ters to ok over Talbot and Marte Rivers and 
oven, hclmed them " l th :sentiment . But ne l ther th ey nor evwi Charle~ Haml l to n h tmselr 
could 1:ver .;:c:incetve Talbot other than i nvol ved wlth sona t edi ous, repetttlve edi.o rro m 
h1s pas t. 

The sa 11ot'1 s son was on an even keel right Crom the start and throughout h t s long 
hi st ory. It , I ~, per haps , uncerta i n whether Hamllt.M r ec ognized the potenttaltt.les or 
Rr;dwtng at th e Lime :i r \;1',a tt ng ht o . Ir he did , th en the Cla ver!re sertes was thA 
r es ult or an extrem el y clever pi ece or thinlt t ~. Befor'f! the Bounde r or Grty f t""lars C.t'JUld 
becoae the close .Jn.111 or a poor sa il or boy , th at s.:ime poor sail or boy had , In some 
credlb l t! way , t o become a Creyfriars man. S ; the Clave ri ng ser i es pr ovi ded the means or 
brlngl~ th e young sailo r Into the Remove a t Greytrtars .. 

Cla nr l ng , who look6 d lllJCh older r.han h i s years , wanted to j o tn the arw, but his 
guard ian had des ti ned htm ror Cr eyrrl ars . He happened to ~ et Re<twlng, who was am:1ous 
to have Ute bene ri t () ( a good tlducatl on. Tne t wo boy s ,::hanged ~la ces. Claverln& went 
ln t.o the arlltY u Pr i va l.e Redwl ng , and Redwlng went t o Oreyr r! ars and tiecamr. Cl averlng ot 
t he Remove. Thts was a deltghtru l , well - bal anr.ed s eries wt t h noth i ng to strain the 
cred ull ty . By 1916, the army was not partl~ular as t o th e men It re ee tved; th er~ 'l'&S 
no bot herln& about c redent i als . A.rxt Rectwl ng' s CaUler was away , probably l o.st at sea 10 
a t orpedoe d vesse1. There 111as nothing rar-r et.ched Sn Ult'! exchange or ldent l t le.s . By 
th ~ t ime that the serl es had run I ts cour se, the B".lu.ndo1t:r ... as devo t ed to Redwlng In h is 
own rathe r t-ortu ous w~ , an<J the ml 11 lona t re' s son was abl ft, by mPthods cl eve rl y though t 
out. by t he auth01-, t o ensure that the sa i l or •!:> S()n was a rJxtw· e at Greytrlars . 

The seri es , as r. t me passed, about. th e scMlar-ship whl ch , anonym'.)l.lsly, Mr·. S aJ11Jel 
Ver non-Smith r-:nuldcd , wit h c,,ndt t lons r avourabl~ t o RedwJr,.gt s -,.jnn ing tr. , made ras r":lnat 
lng read ing. And, l n~vt tably 1 the ttme came when the T<'la t ll e Bounct~r tlung the ta cts 
i nto tll.e Ca,.;e or n ts sens1t1ve sailo r rrlen a. The BoUMer redee!Md h lmsetr, aid sa v ed 
the rrtendsh t p , Sn a s pl end id tal e , llttle-quot e<J to~a,y , entltle<I •F allen F'oc-tunes .. • 

The h l s t.-ory o r th1s remarkab l e and endea ri ng rr!e naS'l t p was U'IOr ny. Early In the 
!!old en Age or the l'iagnet r.ame the wonderru l Sou,,h Seas se r·l es ffil ch brough t the super b 
Soames Int o \.he saga. With an l)verture or what l ooked lik e a rlna l quarr el b etween th e 
mllll onalr e' s son and the sail or boy , R~ wing s et or r \ n search o r a tl'tasure which had 
been bequeathed to hlm by a d i st.ant , roving relathe. AOO vtten he Cow.:! th e tr easur e, 
he was , at lo.--i last , abl e to p~ his own rees at Grey Crlars . A sequel to tne south 
seas se.r t es was ~ ld at Christmas time , wt th t he Bounder ana Reawtng k1dnapped Md held 
tn a ea ve - stor i es which ,rere 111el1- t old , colour tu l, and ex~l tl~ but. which la ckeCI the 
r eal Christmas atmosphere as llllCh ·as some or those Gem Chri s tmas Nulmers ot wh l di. Roger 
J mk tns spoke last cxmth. 

/I d ecade md ioore passed by be ror e the Bert.l e Ver-non se r i es graced a golden suamer . 
This one has not. the sa.ce appeal as some ot th e others , th ough 1 t was care rully plannea 
aoo t o ld . The BoUOO.er ,ras too call ous to "1n any sympat hY hy th ts time . His br it tle 
har sh ness Irr i tated , and marred th e s tor ies . But Re<hrr1ng was portraye<J br l ll l antl)' , and 
he al one placed th e series In the abov e- average r.lass . 

The author , In ract, never r a11e<1 to ring t he ba ll "1 th Re<J-,.l ng , Mlethe r- the boy 
rr om Hawksct t rr was woll:lerl ng Nlet he r he was re a l l)' good enoug h t o ti ll the pla ce i n th ~ 
team Which th e Bourxier was de cancUng ror him. or whe ther he was r eeling tha t he no 
l onger lt ke<I t he re ll ow M o was .!llpposed to be the BoW1aer but had dro ppe<J all the 
Bounder' s ol<J wi ld habits . 

My own view t s that Tom Rectwlng was one or Charles Hamil t on' s grea t.est chara cter 
studtes. At the t i me or hi s death . the author ...as halr-w ~ through yet another s tory 
oont~e rn lng Redwing aoa the Bounder . It was not a grea t one , th ough l t had Its 11>0ment s 
a s rar as he went. Jus t how he woul d have rJnlsh ed It . no t. one o r us can know. We do 
know, ror certain, ttiat he would never have wound t t up tn t he welt er or senttmen t allty 
Mich spread over lt In the cl osing chapters 'M\lch were tacked on t o What the creator 
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DANNY'S DIARY 
January 1918 

There is a simply marvellous new series in the Magnet. The first 
story was called 11I n Another ' s Pla ce. " Vernon- Smith , fo l lowing a r ow 
with Mr. Quelch , puts out i n a boa t in bad weather. He i s rescued 
near the Hawk's Cliff by a boy named Tom Redw1ng. The Bounder wants 
his f a th er to help . Redwing in some way ? for Redwi.ng ' s f at her has been 
los t in a torpedoed ship. However, Redwing has met Leonard Clavering . 
Cl ave n ng 1s a ward of Sir Hil ton Popper 1 and there is a dream of a 
chapter abou t a conve rs atio n between Sir Bil ton and the Head. Sir 
Hilton is sending Clave r ing to Greyfriars, and Sir Hilton and the 
orphan have never met . Clavering wants to go in the army ; Redwing 
would love to go to Greyfriar s . The two exchange identi ti es . 

Next week , in "Clavering of the Remove 1 11 Smithy, when he leB.ves 
the Sana t orium, is astonished to find that the new boy Clavering is 
r eal l y Tom Redwing who sa ved him from the sea. But Smithy keeps the 
s ecret. 

Then , in "The Whip Hand," Pons onby and Co are ra gging Bunter , and 
Clavering comes t o Bunter's aid . But Ponsonby feels sure that he had 
met Clavering before when his name wasn ' t Claveri ng. But the Bounder 
bribes Jerry Hawke to part with a paper which Ponsonby had signed over 
a gambling debt , and so the Bounder holds a trump card and Claver ing 1 s 
secret is safe for t he present . 

Then, most astonishingly , came a story which was nothing t o do 
with the Clavering series, t hough Cl averin g came i nto it quit e a lot . 
I found it a dry t ale, even though it was a bit s t artl i ng . The senior , 
Courtney , r escued Valence fro m th e Cross Keys which had been hit by an 
incendiary bomb from a German plane - end Courtney dies. It was 
called "A Very Gallan t Gentleman . 11 

Yarmouth has been bombarded by German destroyers , and six people 
were killed , There was an air r aid on London by 15 planes . 58 people 
were killed , most of them being in one building a t t he time . 

In the night of the .17th January there was ano ther gr eat blaze in 
the sky , and it reminded me of last August Bank Holiday when the 
Dartford tram depot burned down. This time it was the Tra i ning Ship 
"Warspite , 11 moored off Greenhithe, on f i re , but all the boys wer e saved. 

The Gem has been really poor this month . I si gh when I think of 
what it used to be . The only thing which saved it f ro m being a wash
out was the start of 11The St . Jim 1 s G-allery. 11 

The f i rst story of the year was a l ong one "'Ille St. Jim ' s Cade t s_. 11 
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NEWS OF THE C LUBS 

Meeting held November 28t h , 1967 
There was another good meeting with ten members a tt ending . 
An interes t ing and lively talk by Ray Bennett was featured, review 

of Boys' Papers considered from an adult poin t of view. Ray displayed 
specimens of all the papers he discussed for inspec t io n by members 
present . 

The Anniversary Number brought by Tom Porter th i s month was Nelson 
Lee Library (Old Series) No. 547 "The Cellar of Secrets," one of the 
very famous se ri es featuring Ed:wy Searles Brooks strange character , 
Ezra Quirke. The date was 28th November, 1925 and the book was 42 
years ol d to the day . 

The Collector's It em was also of great interest being No. 17 of 
The Monster Library, 11Prisoners of the Mountains , " a reprint from 
Nelson Lee Li brary (Old Series) Nos. 304 to 3 11. This story was also 
adapted for reprintin g i n The Schoolboy s• Own Library i n Nos. 336 and 
339 in 1938 . 

After the coffee break Ted Davey gave a grand talk on his favour
i te Greyfriars' character , Hor ace Coker . Ted affirmed that Horace 
Coker was a much furmier charac t er than Bunter whom he considered over
drawn. Ted sa id that he cons idered Charles Hamilton had created a 
masterpiece of charac te risation in Coker. This tal k finished with a 
re ading in which Coker featured . 

The usual arrangements were made for the Christmas Party a.rrl the 
chairman's advice was that members refra in f rom ea t ill8 for a few hours 
prior to attendit18 · Last year a grea t dea l of food was left ove r . 

The meeting will be held on December 19th , almost a week befo re 
Christmas, at the Birmingham Thea tre Cent re. J ACK BELI.li'IELD 

Correspondent. 

NORTHIBN 

Chri stmas Party he ld Sa turday, 9t h December, 1967 
As the local members arrived early through stree t s crisp with 

snow to prepare the te a for our 18th Annual Chri s tmas Party their 
thought s were on our more distant fri ends and wondering how they were 
managing the journey to Leeds. However, five o ' cl ock saw 7l si tt ing 
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titl e was change d t o The Dreadn ough t and Boys' War Weekly ~ 
Early in 1915, Hint on f ound himself at the helm, and yet anothe r 

event occurred in t he paper ' s st r ange history . It bec ame j ust 11The 
Dreadnought 11 aga in, though readers were i nf ormed th a t the sh ort - lived 
"Boys' Journal fl was now amal gamate d with i t . Oddes t f ac tor of all , 
th e original numberi ng was now resumed, and my iss ues of February on
wards are numbered from 140 . The green cover gave way t o a white one , 
and this change may have been due to a dye shortage . Hinton in tro
duc e d re prin t s of the old Magnet stories; t ogethe r with ill us tr a t i ons 
by Chapman on the cover , and by now The Dreadnought was very much a 
Companion Paper . Hinton, perhaps, banked on t he populari t y of Grey
friars to save The Dreadnought , but in J une 1915, after 159 iss ues , i t 
was amalgamated with th e Boys I Fr ie nd . whi ch was a euphemis t ic way of 
of saying that i t died a natura l dea t h. 

Readers with a la rger coll ec tio n th an f!iY own can poss i bly fill i n 
th e det ai l s of thi s "st r ange eventfu l his t ory . 11 

My browse over the Dreadnou ght has, however , s o lved one probl em. 
In th i s year ' s Annual T refer to two sto r i e s which app ear ed at the end 
of 1917 in the Boys' Fri end 3d Libr ary . These were e ntit led "Scorned 
by the School " and "The Cad of the School " in which tw ins - one a bad 
boy 1 one a geod boy - change d schools and identities . I mentioned 
tha t I al ways had the impres si on that th ese t ales were wri tt en by 
Henry St. J ohn. and I f ancied that one twin went t o St. Basil's . 
added t hat the the me was very much l ike that of E. S . Brooks stories 
of the Castleton twins , one of whom went to St . Frank ' s, th e other to 
St . Ji m's, and this l atte r plot was so s imilar to th a t of the two 
s t ories in the B.F . L. that I wondered whether Brooks could have been 
responsible for all th e l ot . 

That pr oblem is solved. In a Dreadnoll8ht for 1913, I find the 
la st i nst al ment of a serial "The Cad of the Schoo l , 11 and the writer is 
Robe rt Comrade, who was. of c ourse 1 Brooks . The twins wer e Len and 
Dave ( th eir surnames do not appe ar in the instalment) , and thei r 
schoo l s were St. OtweU 1 s and Sandc l iffe. 

Actua ll y , a furt her question is l eft. There were two stor ie s -
one de voted to ea ch twin . "Cad of the Sc hool " was i n The Dreadnough t . 
It seems ce rtain that the sister sto r y "Scor ned by the Schoo l" must 
have been appearing in some oth er pa per a t the same time . 

In C.D. Chr i s tmas Number, Danny referred to a reprint of a 
Cliv eden tale by Char l es Hamilton in th e Chr is tmas 1917 Number of The 
Penny Popular. Danny observed t hat hi s brother Doug believed th a t a 
Cliveden ser i es had appeared in The Boys ' Realm or The Boys ' Her ald . 
Well , I find that th e Cliveden se ri es by Charl e s Hamilton r a n in t he 
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pro::lised a prize , and G<trry Allison was to let him know vho had von his 
Quiz . 

Supper now followed, and then the party was over t and with good 

wishes exchanged , members and friends depar t ed homewards. 
Next meeting , Saturda,y , the 13th January , 1968, 

M. L. ALLISON 
Hon. Sec . 

~ 
There vas a festive atmosphere at Hume House on the third Sunday 

of De<,ember. Len Packman and helJXDSte Josie had adorned the walls with 

photos and other interesting items of the collecting hobby. Presjdent 

John Wernham had broueht along ample supplies of "Billy Bunter ' s Picture 

Book, 11 "A Strange Secret , " Hamiltonian Museum Booklet and The Surbiton 

1966 Souvenir book of phot ographs . 
!'rank Vernon-Lay brousht along supplies of the six Merlin books, copies 

of "The Best of Magnet and Gem" and the new Penguin book of Comics. 

These wer e all displayed on the table near vhere chairman Don Webster 

conduc t ed the proceedings . A f acsimi l e copy of Magnet number one wss 

also on displa,y , all books on sale, a sieht to gladden the hearts of all 

hobbyists. 
At the other end of the roo:n, Roger Jenkins and Bob Blythe were 

doing excellent business in their two sections of the library . After 

the president of the club had addressed t he meeting , Brian Doyle propose 

a hearty vote of t hanks to hi m for his l ates t opus and this was secondec 

by Bob Acraman. The 1968 publication is now under consideration but no 

particulars as to what it will be were given. 
Brian Doyle gave particulars of happenings in the r ealms of Sexto, 

Blake . A picture strip in the ''Valian t, " and several other items in 

th e worl d of commer ce , t his after a vis it t o !'l eetwa,y House . Roger 

Jenkins told of a Magnet that the club library needed being given by 

P. C. Herne , vhilst an anonymous donor had given £5 to the fUnds of the 

library . 
A London Underground Rai lway quiz was condust ed by Bob Whiter ; 

maps wer e sup plied and twelv e questi ons asked . Roger Jenkins was the 

wi.nner with ten correct answers and three vi th eight were seconds , thes, 
being Bert Staples , Reuben Godsave and Len Packman. Len Packman gave 

a good review of the six Mer lin books and the Penguin Book of Comics . 
Roger Jenkins read a couple of chapters from Magnet rrumber 1244, 

11The Ghost of Mauleverer Towers." Len Packman read extracts from club 

newsle tt e r No, 4 and Tom Wrig ht obliged wi t h a S t . Sam' s story entitled 

(contd on page 32) 
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not sure which produc t it was used to advertise , though I have a sneak 
ing feelin g it may have been Nes tl e ' s Milk. There must be a moral in 
t hat , somewhere. 

Anothe r transparency tol d of "a brigh t young t hin g" and "a 
Bravington r ing . 11 Final ly , the tr amway company popped in a plug of 
its own: 

"I f you walk in th e winter you may catch a chi ll ; 
Then you 1 11 go to t he doctor and ask fo r a pill . 
At the end of th e quarte r, he ' ll charg e you - HE WILL! 
Why not travel by tr am - and save pi ll and bill ? 11 

Then. of course , t he r e was M.r. Drage , whos e gi mmick was t ha t he 
laid your li no wi th out charge. A music hall artis t - I f orget hi s 
name - had i n hi s r eperto ir e a song entit led "Br eakfast in Bed . 11 One 
of the j i ngles was : 

11Mr. Drage lay s your l in o quit e free so ' tis sa i d -
And then l ays a n egg f or your breakfast in bed. " 

often wonder what became of Mr. Drage . 
Maybe the adve rti si ng of yest e r day was no more effective t han 

t hat of the Wailing Sixtie s . I t was far less was teful.. Does any 
housewife in the coWl.try buy a sing l e extra egg beca use she i s advised 
to "go to work on an e gg? " Is any addit ional mi lk sold because thous
ands of pounds are spen t on a "pi nta" scheme? The way to sell more 
mi l k and eggs would be t o reduce the cos t, and one way to reduce the 
cos t would be by cu tt ing out t he adve r t ising. 
THE BEST DAY OF THE WEEK: 
---S~ day sh ~~ But , of course, it wasn't when we were kids . 
Pr oba bly our favourite day was Sa t urday , because i t was marke t day and 
we coul d buy second - hand copies of our fa vouri t e papers cheaply . And 
t her e was no school . And there was no homework, f or we had done our 
homewor k the ni ght before , if we were good boys l i ke you, or l e ft it 
till Sunday, if we were la zy boys like me. And , per haps , we went t o 
t he pictu re s in th e evening , and then went home to make t oas t ed cheese 
in front of the fire . 

When I was a boy , I think t ha t none of my fa vou rite papers came 
out on Saturday. Goodness knows why , fo r Sa t urday was pocke t - money 
day . Late r on , th e Magnet was issued on Saturday , but by that t i me my 
schooldays were over, I f ancy . 

When I was small. Monday was a bit t er - sweet day. I t was back t o 
school af t er the week - end - but it was also .Magnet and Boys ' Fr i end 
day . Tuesday brought the Popular and t he Butterfl y and th e School
girls I Own, accordin g to taste. Earli er on, the Penny Popular had 

( cont 1d on page 6) ••• 
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this was n't the first time it appeared in the Boys • Friend Lib. I 
don't have a comple te list of the l a tter, but when I check papers out 
of the llamiltonia or Nelson Lee Libraries, I alway s go thro1J8h and 
write down in m,y list if the BFL is advertised . So that I have dis 
cove r ed that "Cloyne of Claverhouse" by Wally Hammond (no less) 
appears in No, 242 of the BFL dated June 1930 ( it ran as a serial tt,e 
previous June-August in 1929, so this was a pretty quick reprinting,) 
and in this edition , Wally Hammond was given as the author. A year 
later in July 1931, appeared, "Captain of Claverhou se," also by Wally 
Hammond ( which sounds as tho1J8h it too m ght have been reprinted from a 
"Modern Boy" serial) . According to my incomplete list, the latter was 
reprinted as No. 600 of the BFL in July 1939, one month after the 
appearance of the secon d reprinting of ''Cloyne 0 which appeared as No. 
676. Both 1939 reprint s were authorless. Rather odd that they didn 't 
use one of those editorial names the AP was so fond of us ing . 

BILL LOFTS (London) : RALPB ROLLINGTON of old boys books fame in the 
Victorian era was without doubt the great Uncl e of Marjorie Alli~. 
His real nsme was John W. Allingham, and Miss Allingham in her life
time wrote in great detail, se nding his famous book as well to Derek 
Adley. Herbert J . Allingham was the father of Marj orie, who wrote all 
those serials in the comics. Herbert J. and Herbert I feel sure are 
the same person. A m,yth has grown on making them two persons, Althougt 
Richard Starr wrote as "Richard Essex" he was not Lewis Essex the Blake 
writer. The latter is the writer's real name, and who wrote as "Louise 
Essex" in girls ' papers. 

I was ra ther surprised that Mr, Starr did not mention hie sister 
Mrs. N. Murch, who as "Vera Lovel 11 wrote many boys stories in YOUNG 
BRITAIN, Quite often th e brother and sister wrote the whole paper 
between them. A really wonderful old gentleman is Mr. Starr , and I 
feel sure everyone will wish to still hear from him for many more years 

RAYMOND TAYLOR (Wolverhampton): You have done it once again! A perfec · 
Annual! The article "The Comic Papers of Yesteryear" is worth the whol, 
cost of the Annual. It is a wonderful job . I remember the old "Scraps 
quite well, I always think that Henderson's gave great va l ue fo r money 
especially with Nuggets , Comic Life, and Lot-0--Fun. 
------------------- - ---------------
FOR SALE: Several dozen excellent copies of FUN a: FICTION 3/f each, 
Several dozen excellent copies of THE DREADNOUGHT (not includin& Grey 
fri ars) 3/ - each, Postage extra . S,A,E,, first, please. WRITE: 

ERIC FAYNE, EXCELSIOR HOUSE, GROVE RD, , SURBITON, SURREY, 
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